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Our people are Iroquois who live on lands along the Grand River north of Lake Erie,
where they settled in 1784 on invitation of the British Crown under a treaty arrangement
promising them protection and giving them these lands in place of their old home-lands south
of the Lakes as a reward for their services under their alliance with the British. 'Ve are
now seeking to protect our right of home rule, which is threatened by the aggressive
attitude of the Dominion of Canada in the extension of. its laws and authority over us.
Having failed to secure recognition of our rights by appeal to the British Crown, we now
seek the aid of the League of Nations. To enable us to make that appeal we desire to raise
funds to defray the expense of a delegation to Geneva to present our case.
Our people are the owners of a large fund now in the hands of the Dominion Government arising from sales of lands to the British Crown. Applications for an accounting of
that fund and for the payment of any part of it to our people have been refused by the
Canadian ·Government for two years last past.
By the report of the Auditor-General of the Dominion for the year 1920-21, Part I,
Indian Affairs Department, page 107, the Dominion Government states that the balance of
the capital of this fund on March 31st, 1921, was $709, 188. 64. The interest account as of
the same date shows a debtor amount to the Six Nations of $65,666.06, and disbursements
of a similar sum. Among the disbursements was included a per capita distribution ·made
that year to the Six Nat ion people in an aggregate of $29,655. 96. There has been no per
capita distribution made since.
By Act of the Six Nation Council a bond issue in the amount of $10,000. 00 has been
authorized. The issue is divided into two denominations, one of fifty $100. 00 bonds, and
one of 100 $50.00 bonds, both payable J3:nuary 1st, 1928, with interest at the rate of 6% per
annum in Canadian legal tender, and the fund of the Six Nations held by the Government
of the Dominion of Canada is pledged to secure the payment of these bonds with interest.
Our people have left of these Grand River lands originally given to them a tract of
50,000 acres and upwards, long ago divided into convenient farms from which we have sustained ourselves by farming. Our population is now about 4,500 souls. This land lies near
the City of Brantford and is conveniently reached by the T. H. & B., the Grand Trunk,
and the Michigan Central lines.
No prior pledge of this fund has ever been made. Should the Six Nations be unable
to collect from the Canadian Government sufficient of the fund to retire this bond issue, we
will be able to raise by taxation of ourselves the funds necessary to pay off these bonds.
Our friends can help by subscribing.
Applications for these bonds may be made to the undersigned, Newport P. 0.,
Ontario, Canada.
Ohsweken, February 13th, 1923.

.CHAUNCEY GARLOvV,
Treasurer.

